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Current statistics indicate that 1 in 44 children have autism nationwide. The CDC 

estimates there are over 5.4 million (2.2%) adults living with autism spectrum 

disorder and 1/3 of these adults have intellectual challenges that will require 

life-long support and programs.  While most of these adults currently live at 

home with aging parents, many will require new living accommodations.  Dr. 

Jerry Kartnizel and his family are providing vision and leadership to address the 

housing needs of this underserved population through Home Life Community, a 

model community for neurodiverse adults here in the Midsouth. 

Home Life Community will provide residents with an array of daily activities 

designed to promote life-long educational, physical, and spiritual growth.  The 

Community will develop programs to meet the unique needs of each resident and 

foster growth - aiding them to live a life of purpose. The site will boast a central 

lodge with classrooms, athletic facilities, outdoor amenities and residential 

cottages, along with an assisted living facility tucked into the lush, wooded site. 

Over time, the Community will grow to serve a total of 120 adults living with autism.

VISION
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Site Context 
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Survey- Topography
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Aerial Overlay- Opportunities and Constraints
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Site Photos
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Site Walk and Design Charrette
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Building Program Elements
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Master Plan
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Aerial View
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View at Community Lodge Entry
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View at Residential Cottages 
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View at Organic Farm
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